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Note . . .
The diagonal seams disguise the piecing better than
straight seams. The exception is when a woven plaid is
used for a border. It is then best to cut the border strips
on the lengthwise grain (parallel to the selvages). When
sewing on the bias, sew slowly and do not use too small
of a stitch which could cause stretching of the fabric.

Step 1 With pins, mark the center points
along all 4 sides of the quilt. For the top
and bottom borders measure the quilt
fromm left to right through the middle.
This measurement will give you the most
accurate measurement that will result in a
“square” quilt.

Step 2 Measure and mark the border lengths and
center points on the strips cut for the borders before
sewing them on.

Step 3 Pin the border strips to the quilt
matching the pinned points on each of
the borders and the quilt. Pin borders
every 6 to 8-inches easing the fabric to
fit as necessary. This will prevent the
borders and quilt center from stretching
while you are sewing them together.
Stitch a 1/4-inch seam. Press the seam
allowance toward the borders. Trim off
excess border lengths.

Step 4 For the side borders, measure your quilt from top
to bottom, including the borders just added, to determine
the length of the side borders.

Step 5 Measure and mark the side border lengths as you
did for the top and bottom borders.

Step 6 Pin and stitch the side bor-
der strips in place. When attaching
the last two side outer border strips,
taking a few backstitches at the
beginning and the end of the border
will help keep the quilt borders
intact during the quilting process.
Press and trim the border strips even
with the borders just added.

Step 7 If your quilt has multiple borders, measure,
mark, and sew additional borders to the quilt in the
same manner.

Finishing the Quilt
Now that your quilt is finished it needs to be layered
with batting and backing, and prepared for quilting.
Whether it is machine-quilted or hand-quilted, it is
best to baste all 3 layers together. You may hand-
baste with large basting stitches or pin-baste with
medium size brass safety pins. Many quilters are sat-
isfied with spray adhesives which are available at
local quilt shops.

Step 1 Press the completed quilt top on the backside
first, carefully clipping and removing hanging
threads. Then press the quilt front making sure all
seams are flat and all loose threads are removed.

Step 2 Remove the selvages from the backing fabric.
Sew the long edges together; press. Trim the backing
and batting so they are 4-inches larger than the quilt
top.

Step 3 Mark the quilt top for quilting. Layer the back-
ing, batting, and quilt top. Baste the 3 layers togeth-
er and quilt. Work from the center of the quilt out to
the edges. This will help keep the quilt flat by work-
ing the excess of the 3 layers to the outside edges.

Step 4 When quilting is complete, remove basting.
Hand-baste the 3 layers together a scant 1/4-inch
from the edge. This basting keeps the layers from
shifting and prevents puckers from forming when
adding the binding. Trim excess batting and backing
fabric even with the edge of the quilt top.
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